ST. PETER’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

PO Box 1807; 555 Enterprise Blvd.
Rockport, Texas 78381
(361) 729-2649

The Rev. James W. Friedel

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Holy Eucharist Rite II
December 19, 2021~ 10:00 am

Sunday-. ‘ |
WELCOME!

Greetings! We are delighted that you have joined us
for our worship service, and so very thankful to be together in-person or virtually!
Whether you are a member, a frequent visitor, or are visiting St. Peter’s for the first time,
we feel blessed by your presence.

We invite your questions regarding our ministries and life in the Episcopal Church.
Please know that all baptized Christians are welcome
to receive Holy Communion during our worship.

We are so glad you could be with us this morning and hope you will join us again.



HOLY EUCHARIST, RITE 1I
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
December 19, 2021 ~ 10:00 am

The congregation stands.

Processional: O Come, O Come Emanuel, vs. 4-8 (Hymn #56)
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4.0 come, thou Branch of Jes - se's ftree, free them from Sa-tan's ty - ran - ny
5.0 come, thou Key of Da - vid, come, and o - pen wide our heaven - ly home;
6. O come, thou Day spring from on high, and cheer us by thy draw - ing nigh;
7.0 come, De - sire of na - tions, bind in one the hearts of all man-kind;
8.0 come, O come, Em - man - u - el, and ran-som cap-tive Is - ra - el,
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4.that trust thy might-y  power to save, and give them vic-tory o'er the grave.
5. make safe the way that leads on high, and close the path to mis - er - y.
6. dis - perse the gloom-y  clouds of night, and death's dark shad-ow put to flight.
7.bid thou our sad di - vi - sions cease, and be  thy-self our King of Peace.
8. that mourns in lone-ly ex - ile here un - til the Son of God ap - pear.
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Re-joice! Re-joice! Em - man - u - el shall come to thee, O Is - ra - ell
THE WORD OF GOD (BCP Page 355)

Celebrant  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.
The Celebrant says

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known,

and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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The Collect of the Day: Fourth Sunday of Advent (BCP Page 212)

Celebrant ~ The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.

Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation, that your Son Jesus Christ, at his
coming, may find in us a mansion prepared for himself; who lives and reigns with you, in the

unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen

THE LESSONS (You may be seated.)

A Reading from the Prophet Micah 5:2-5a

You, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah,
who are one of the little clans of Judah,

from you shall come forth for me
one who is to rule in Israel,

whose origin is from of old,
from ancient days.
Therefore he shall give them up until the time
when she who is in labor has brought forth;
then the rest of his kindred shall return
to the people of Israel.
And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD,
in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God.
And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great
to the ends of the earth;

and he shall be the one of peace.

Celebrant The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God. 3



The Response ~ Canticle 3, The Song of Mary (BCP Page 91)

Read responsively at the half verse.

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; *
for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant.

From this day all generations will call me blessed: *
the Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his Name.

He has mercy on those who fear him *
in every generation.

He has shown the strength of his arm, *
he has scattered the proud in their conceit.

He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, *
and has lifted up the lowly.

He has filled the hungry with good things, *
and the rich he has sent away empty.

He has come to the help of his servant Israel, *
for he has remembered his promise of mercy,

The promise he made to our fathers, *
to Abraham and his children for ever.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The Second Lesson
A Reading from the letter to the Hebrews 10:5-10
When Christ came into the world, he said,

"Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired,
but a body you have prepared for me;

in burnt offerings and sin offerings
you have taken no pleasure.

Then I said, 'See, God, I have come to do your will, O God'
(in the scroll of the book it is written of me)."

When he said above, "You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and
offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings" (these are offered according to the
law), then he added, "See, I have come to do your will." He abolishes the first in
order to establish the second. And it is by God's will that we have been sanctified
through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.

Celebrant The Word of the Lord.

People

Thanks be to God.



THE GOSPEL Please stand as are able.

GOSPEL HYMN: Virgin Born, We Bow Before Thee (Hymmn #258)
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1. Vir - gin - born, we bow be -  fore thee:
2. Bless - ed she by all cre - a - tion,
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1.bless - ed was she in her Child. Bless - ed was the breast that fed thee;
2. love thee most and serve thee best. Vir - gin - bom, we bow be - fore thee;
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1. watched  thy slum-berring in - fan - cy.
2. bless - ed was she in her Child.

Hebrews 10:10, NRSV




GOSPEL READING: Luke 1:39-55

Remain standing as are able.

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, where she
entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth.

When Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled
with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a loud cry, "Blessed are you among women, and
blessed is the fruit of your womb. And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my
Lord comes to me? For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb
leaped for joy. And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was
spoken to her by the Lord."

And Mary said,

"My soul magnifies the Lord,
and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,

for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant.
Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed;

for the Mighty One has done great things for me,
and holy is his name.

His mercy is for those who fear him
from generation to generation.

He has shown strength with his arm;
he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.

He has brought down the powerful from their thrones,
and lifted up the lowly;

he has filled the hungry with good things,
and sent the rich away empty.

He has helped his servant Israel,
in remembrance of his mercy,

according to the promise he made to our ancestors,
to Abraham and to his descendants forever."

Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.



The congregation may be seated.

Homily The Rev. James W. Friedel
The Nicene Creed (BCP Page 358)
All standing as are able.

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,

and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.




PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE - Form III (BCP Page 387)

The Leader and People pray responsively

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;
That we all may be one.

Silence

Grant that every member of the church may truly and humbly serve you;
That your name may be glorified by all people.

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world;
That there may be justice and peace on earth.

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;
That our works may find favor in your sight.

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;
That they may be delivered from their distress.

Give to the departed eternal rest.
Let light perpetual shine upon them.

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.
Silence

The People may add their own petitions.

The Collect at the Prayers

The Celebrant says (BCP Page 395)

O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; in
the multitude of your mercies, look with compassion upon us
and all who turn to your for help; for you are gracious, O lover
of souls, and to you we give glory, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,

now and for ever. Amern.



Confession of Sin

The Celebrant says

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Silence may be kept.

Minister and People

Most merciful God,

We confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Celebrant says
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in

eternal life. Amen.

The Peace

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

Offertory Sentence

(BCP Page 360)

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God.

~ Ephesians 5.2




THE HOLY COMMUNION

You may be seated as the Altar is prepared for Holy Communion.

Offertory Anthem ~ An Advent Credo (.M. Martin)

The Celebrant says (BCP Page 377)

Yours, O Lord, is the greatness, the power, the glory, the victory, and the majesty. For
everything in heaven and on earth is your. Yours, O Lord, is the kingdom, and you are

exalted as head over all. ~ I Chronicles 29:11

Great Thanksgiving - Eucharistic Prayer B (BCP Page 367)
The people remain standing.

Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give God thanks and praise.

The Celebrant proceeds

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and
everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of
heaven and earth.

Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death,
and to make us heirs in him of everlasting life; that when he shall come
again in power and great triumph to judge the world, we may without
shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing. Amen.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and
Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever
Sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
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Sanctus

Sung to the tune of “In the Bleak Midwinter”
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Lord. Ho - ly, Ho-ly, Ho-ly Lord, Ho - sa-na to the King.

The congregation may kneel or sit as the prayer continues.

The Celebrant continues

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love
which you have made known to us in creation; in the calling
of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the
prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your

Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate

from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world.
In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy
to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error
into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took
bread, and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body,
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."

After supper, he took the cup of wine, and when he had given
thanks, he gave it to them and said, "Drink this, all of you:

This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it,
do this for the remembrance of me."

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,

Memorial Acclamation (Mass for the King of Glory)
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The Celebrant continues

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you,
O Lord of all; presenting you, from your creation, this
bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon

these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of

Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your

Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him,

being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time,

put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to

that heavenly country where, with Peter and all your

saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and
daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation,
the head of the church, and the author of our salvation.

By him, and with him and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit
all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

As our Savior Christ has taught us,
We now pray,

People and Celebrant

THE LORD’S PRAYER (C-114)
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and for ever. Amen. Amen.
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The Breaking of the Bread (BCP Page 364)

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.

A period of silence is kept.

Celebrant Alleluia, Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.
Invitation to Communion (BCP Page 364)

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for

you.

COMMUNION HYMNS ~ Choir
Hymn: Alleluia He Is Coming

Hymn: On Jordan’s Bank

The Post Communion Prayer of Thanksgiving (BCP Page 366)

Celebrant Let us pray.

Celebrant and People

Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of the most
precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these holy
mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom.
And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, to love and serve you as
faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory,

now and for ever. Amen.
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Birthday and Anniversary Blessings

A Blessing

Celebrant

May he whose second Coming in power and great glory we await, make you steadfast in faith,
joyful in hope, and constant in love. And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and

the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you for ever. Amen.

Recessional: Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus (Hymn #66)
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1. Come, thou long - ex - pect-ed Je - sus, born to set thy peo - ple free;
2. Is - rael's strength and con - so - la - tion, hope of all the earth thou art:
3. Born thy peo - ple to de - liv - er, born a child, and yet a Kking,
4. By thine own e - ter-mnal Spi- rit rule in all our hearts a - lone;
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1. from our fears and  sins re-lease us, let us find our rest in thee.
2. dear de-sire of ev-ery mna-tion, joy of ev-ery long-ing heart.
3. born to reign in us for ev-er, now thy gra-cious king-dom bring.

4. by thine all - suf - fi-cient mer - it raise us to thy glo-rious throne.

Thank you to all who helped and participated
in our services this morning.

Lector/Lay Readers: l

18:00 am ~ Carrie Arrington & Elise Olexa

10:00 am ~ Myra Kline & Cecelia Shanno |
Vestry Person of the Day: Elise Olexa
Greeters/Ushers: |

8:00 am ~ David Herring & Jim Herring
{1 10:00 am ~ Barbara Appling & Tony Farmer

Director of Music Ministry: Meredith Carter |
Il Musical Assistance: Alan Berkebile
The Ladies of our Altar Guild |

8:00 am ~ Margaret Goolsbee

10:00 am ~ Elise Olexa ‘
L o —— é
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The Dismissal

Celebrant

Go out into the world in peace, have courage, hold on to what is good, return no one evil for evil,

strengthen the faint-hearted, support the weak, help the suffering, honor everyone, love and serve

God, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.
All Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.

Events
and

Happenings

—
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Sunday, December 19th

The Holy Eucharist, Rite |, 8:00 am

Advent Study in the Parish Hall from 9:10am - 9:50 am
The Holy Eucharist, Rite II, 10:00 am

Monday, December 20th
Evening Prayer with Father Jim at 7:00 pm via Facebook

Tuesday, December 21st

Inter-Denominational Christmas Dinner at Community Table ~
4:30 pm at First Baptist Church

Advent Study at 6:00 pm in person or via ZOOM

Wednesday, December 22nd
CASTAWAYS PULL DAY AT 3:15 PM
The Holy Eucharist with Prayers for Healing ~ 6:00 pm

Thursday, December 23rd
GREENING/DECORATING THE CHURCH, 9:30 am

Friday, December 24th

Christmas Eve Services

Christmas singing begins at 5:00 pm, Service, Rite Il at 5:30 pm
Christmas singing begins at 7:30, Service, Rite Il at 8:00 pm

Saturday, December 25th
Christmas Day Service at 2:00 am, Rite |

Sunday, December 26th
Morning Prayer |, 8:00 am ~ Aimee Kaduscwicz
Morning Prayer I, 10:00 am ~ Cecelia Shannon

Wednesday, December 29th
Compline, 6:00 pm ~ Sherri Collins

THE CHURCH OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED FROM DECEMBER 27-31.
We will reopen on Monday, January 2, 2022
to welcome a new year!

15




Advent Studies

Studying the Prophet Isaiah Flowers at the Altar today have been
Continues on Sundays into February given to the glory of God in memory of
9:15 am ~ 9:50 am in the Parish Hall Walter Bringle and Bill Pugh

(in-person only)

Living Well Through Advent:
Practicing Patience with All Your Heart,
Soul, Strength, and Mind ~ s

The last study is Tuesday, December 21st at
6:00 pm aft St. Peter's and via ZOOM.
Please let us know if you would like to join this
study by ZOOM so we can make sure you receive
the information you need.

by
Peggy Bringle and Mary Catherine Pugh

gofthec

It is our custom during the Christmas season to decorate
the church with poinsettias. Should you wish to remember
or give thanks for someone during this holy season, you are
invited to provide one of the plants in their name.
The offering for each poinsettia is $10.
Forms are available at each church entrance and in
the Parish Hall.

Join the Elves of St. Peter’s
as we decorate our church for
Christmas.

There is lots to do as we

prepare for this beautiful time of year.
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 23rd

9:30 a.m.
We hope you will join us! HAPPY BIRTHDAY
Sandra Gregory-Briddes on the 20th and
VOLUNTEERS are NEEDED Caro Dugan on the 24th
and APPRECIATED!
HAPPY ANNIVERSARY
— —— — Matita & Jerry Lindsay on the 24th
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LORD, heow owr prayers...

Mercifully accept our prayers for the strength of the weak and comfort for the sick....

Adrie, Al, Alex, Alice, Aimee, Andrew, Ann, Anne, Arnold, Anthony, Babs,
Bayliss, Bonnie, Billy, Bob N., Bob & Collette, Bruce, Cecile, Carol, Carolyn,
Charlean A., Chris, Christina & John, Colton, Connie, Craig, Daphne & Walker, Dan,
David S, Delia, Diana S.S., Diana S, Dick & Carol, Dina, Diane, Dodi, Donna, Doug,
Edie, Eileen, Evelyn, Frankie, George, Glenn, Howard N., Irma,

Jackie & Charlie W., James & Helen, Jane, Janet & David, Jay, Jean, Jeanie,
Jennifer & family, Jenny, Scott, Jill & Robert, Jimmy, Joe, Joey & Bret, John, Johnny,
Jose, Joy, Joyce, Judy, Justin, Karen, Karen & Cary, Karl and Donna, Karley,

Kate & Julie, Katie, Kay, Ken, Kendall, Keith, Kerry, Keven, Khloe, Kim, Kit, Koto,
Krislyn, Laura, Laurie, Larry, Loretta, Mark, Mary, Mathew & Margo, Lisa, Lizzie,
Lori, Maria, Marlee & Margo, Marlys, Matt & Lauren, Martha, Megan, Melanie,
Melinda ,Melissa, Meredith, Michael, Mike, Milby, Molly, Nancy, Nat, Nichol, Norma,
Opal, Patsy, Paul, Phyllis, Pinky, Priscilla, Rachel, Randy, Ray, Reid, Rhett, Rita,
Richie, Robbi, Robby & Jeannie, Rodney, Rodney S, Roger, Roy, Russell, Rusty, Ruth,
Sally, Sandra, Sandy, Sarah, Shae, Shandon & Maris, Niki, Skyler & Ruby, Rueben,
Shelly, Sherry Williamson & family; Sissy, Stacey, Steve and Barbara L.,
Steve & Barbie, Stevie Lew & Family, Sue, Susan, Suzanne, Terry, Thelma, Theresa,

Thomas, Tom, Tommy, Travis, and Will.
We keep in prayer...
Families, friends and all those affected in the Midwest by the tornadoes
And others you wish to pray for at this time...
We remember in our prayers those who have passed

Updated for 12/15/2021







PRAYERS FOR THOSE IN THE ARMED FORCES

Almighty God, we commend to your gracious care and keeping of all the men and women of our
armed forces at home and abroad.

Connor Arrington, Travis Casada, Drew Craig, Zack Cunningham,
Karla De Los Santos, Thomas De Los Santos,
Ashley Edwards, Talley Ehrlich, Andrew Ehrlich, Eva Farmer,
" Deon Farmer, J.T. Gonzalez, Jayden Harvey, Jason Hill, Steven Matthews,
Matthew McMahon, Joshua Molton, Deanna Montieth, Gene Osborne,
Colton Rar, Matthew Patrick, Donovan Robb, Andrew Schneider,
Mark Schneider, Jay Senterfitt, Connor Sherman, ].T. Stemler,

Bill Swanberg, and Jerome Wymore

And others you wish to pray for... -

Revised 11/21/2021
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